
 

Monthly Head 

Teacher Newsletter 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to term 5 and welcome to those 

who have joined us this term both new staff 

and pupils. 

 

I am proud to report that Reception 2023/24 

places came out on Monday 17th April. We 

again had an overwhelming interest of 

families wanting to join our amazing school 

with over 80 applications for our 30 place 

Reception. We are very excited about meeting 

the new families joining our Sea Mills Primary 

community.  

If anyone needs any support accepting their 

place or information, regarding waiting lists 

please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

We pride ourselves on being a family and 

community centred school.  

 

We have lots of trips, visitors, celebrations 

and activities planned this term so please keep 

an eye on the diary dates so you can plan 

ahead.  

Staff News 

 

Welcome to: Mr Sam Hollis Pack who has 

joined us as our Y5 class teacher.  

Miss Billie O’Sullivan who has joined us as an 

LSA in our Y4 classroom. 

 

Good luck and our very best wishes to Miss 

Pearson who has begun her maternity leave. 

We will let parents know when we have any 

news! 

 

As mentioned in my last HT Newsletter Miss 

Blair’s maternity contract comes to an end at 

the end of this term. Mrs Thomas will be 

returning from maternity leave and taking 

over Year 1. She will spend the last week of 

T5 getting to know the children. A Meet the 

Teacher session will take place after school on 

Thursday 25
th
 May.  

 

 

 

 

April 2023  

 

Key Dates 

 

May 

 

1
st 
- BANK HOLIDAY 

 

2
nd

 – Possible Teacher’s Strike 

 

2
nd 

- KS1 SATs month 

 

5
th
 – School Coronation Event (see poster) 

Cake donations needed 

 

8
th
 – BANK HOLIDAY 

 

9
th- 

12
th
 - KS2 SATs Week 

 

11
th
 May – PTFA meeting 2-3pm 

 

17
th
 – Y3 & 4 Trip to Slimbridge  

 

19
th
 – World Culture and Diversity Day 

(arrangements TBC) 

 

22
nd

– JT returning to work  

 

25
th
- Year 1 Meet the Teacher  

 

26
th
 – Miss Blair’s last day and last day of term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take our poll! 

Would you be interested in a paid summer 

childcare provision? 

https://take.quiz-

maker.com/poll4754248x6a854Aca-147

https://take.quiz-maker.com/poll4754248x6a854Aca-147
https://take.quiz-maker.com/poll4754248x6a854Aca-147


 

Our School Intent – a reminder 

 

Our intent is to provide children with the knowledge and skills they need to thrive and succeed in the modern 

world.  

We will encourage children to be curious and ask questions, deepen their understanding of the world around them 

and develop their own opinions. Sea Mills’ heritage and community, along with family involvement, is central to 

our curriculum design. 

On leaving us for the next stage of learning, we aim for all of our children to reach their full potential in reading, 

writing and maths, which will enable them to engage with the full curriculum.  

We support the whole family through specialised pastoral support, which promotes emotional health and wellbeing 

for all. 

Our children will be happy, respectful, responsible members of society. We will nurture resilient and 

confident learners with high aspirations. 

 

Our Enquiry Learning 

 

Our curriculum is based on enquiry-led pedagogy and ‘States of Being’ this empower learners to become Scientists, 

Mathematicians and Philosophers. We believe that there is a huge difference between doing history and becoming 

a Historian. The implicit skills, dispositions and curiosity required to think like a historian make the shift away 

from teachers using content to create planning, to thinking about how learners will actively experience the 

localised, real content in different ways. 

 

Enquiry learning is planned across Seven Themes. These themes are not definitive, but the help organise thinking 

and create balance ensuring learning outdoors is much a priority as 21st Century Skills; opportunities for creativity 

and play are as important as altruism, citizenship and connected communities. 

 

Subjects are taught through the following ‘States of Being’: 

 Authors – readers and writers 

 Mathematicians 

 Engineers (Computing and DT) 

 Athletes (PE) 

 Musicians 

 Geographers 

 Historians 

 Scientists 

 Artists 

 Philosophers (RE and PSHE) 

 Linguists (MFL) 

 

In the EYFS the states of being will be referred through learning opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seamillsprimary.org.uk/enquiry-learning/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Intent 

Here at Sea Mills Primary School, through our learning across the curriculum, we teach and embed 

Sea Mills Super Skills that are aimed at developing the essentials skills for learning and life. 

 

Our Implementation 

 

We will teach each Super Skill to the children following the yearly overview 

 Term 1 Communication 

 Term 2 Resilience 

 Term 3 Caring 

 Term 4 Curiosity 

 Term 5 Creative – this term (try and encourage creativity at home1) 

 Term 6 Independence 

 

Each term starts with an assembly to prompt one of the Super Skills, this is led by the Head 

teacher.  We use discrete lessons, when appropriate, so that teachers can teach specific 

skills.  Another way we implement Super Skills is through all areas of the curriculum.  For example, 

whilst being engineers children may need to work in teams. For these teams to be effective the 

children will use the team roles (Communication) to support them.   Whilst being a scientist they 

may need to use their Curiosity to makes links to previous learning in order to make a 

prediction.  Teachers will use these tools across learning in all areas so children are continually 

practising and building on these Super Skills. 

 

 

Visitors 

Iris visited us to teach the school about her Jewish faith. She brought many artefacts and told us 

about her key beliefs and festivals. Years 3 and 5 also had a special workshop as they were learning 

more about Judaism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

World Poetry Day 

Authors from nursery to year 6 celebrated World Poetry Day. We were inspired by the work of 

Joseph Coehlo who is was our Author of the Term in term 4! 

 

Nursery retold Hickory Dickory Dock, whilst the rest of the school created their own poems in the 

style of Joseph Coelho’s poem From My Window. 

 

Here are year 5 and 6’s class poems and some examples of poems written by year 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A NOTE FROM THE  

PTFA 

 

Hello all, 
 
I just wanted to share a bit about the PTFA. We are a small group of parents and staff who you 

might have seen helping at the fayre, running family bingo, or selling Easter crafts outside school. 

Our aim is to raise money and community spirit around the school so our kids can have the best 

experience possible.  

So you may wonder where your money has gone! Well, in the last few months we have bought 

more play equipment, new waterproofs for the 2year old room in the nursery, an incubator for 

Year 1 to incubate eggs and helped towards transport costs for the Year 5/6 residential and some 

new noticeboards to improve communication of upcoming events. 

We have a few new plans in the pipework that we would love to see happen; we hope to get an 

amazing bubble tube and sensory area in Nicky’s room, a visit from a theatre production for the 

whole school and more. 

I am aware that coming to meetings can be daunting but we would love to have your input and 

thoughts and we are a nice bunch! We promise we won’t make you commit to anything and I will 

always try and bring snacks! The next meeting will be in on 11th May 2-3pm in the school’s meeting 

room.   

If you’d  like to hear more about the PTFA, then please give us your email address and we will add 

you to the list or just to chat to myself, Nicky or Mr Kinnear. 

Also, thank you! Thanks for your support for all the recent events that have made those things 

possible.  This school has a great community around it that we just want to see continue to grow. 

And finally we have a few more events in the pipeline, including a Pub Quiz at the end of June. 

This will be an adults only event with food and drink available, so get your teams together (please 

feel free to invite friends and neighbours that don’t have kids in the school too). Look out for more 

info and tickets for this coming soon! 

Jen Lister (co-chair of PTFA) 

 

OPAL NEWS 

 

You may have noticed that we have new ‘SNUG’ play equipment for lunchtimes which the children 

have been using for den making and imaginative play.  We have also created a new ‘chill out’ zone 

in the outdoor learning area for lunchtimes with chairs, bean bags, books and colouring – lot of the 

children are enjoying being in our little natural oasis. 

Our play shed has been restocked from the scrap store so there are lots of new cardboard tubes, 

material and other recycled items for the children to use but we still need you help and need 

donations of: 

 Small word play – figures, farm animals, dinosaurs, vehicles etc. 

 Buckets and spades for our mini sand pits 

 Cardboard tubes 

 Old suitcases  

 Tarpaulins 

 Scooters 

(please bring to the office) 


