
 

Monthly Head 

Teacher Newsletter 

 

Dear Families, 

Please find an additional newsletter this 

month. This term is jam packed with events 

and we want to ensure parents to have 

enough time and notice to plan their family 

calendars so not miss out on the upcoming 

festive season.   

 

Notices 

 Please ensure your child brings in a PE 
kit every week. 
 

 School Uniform – we do not expect 
families to purchase branded uniform 
items. More affordable options are 
available at supermarkets. We have 
free second hand uniform available 
under the office counter (clean 
donations are welcome to keep this 
topped up). Soon iron on patches for 
non-branded uniform will be available 
at the office. 

 

 Please ensure we have at least 2 
emergency contacts for your family on 
our system and your contact details are 
up to date 

 

 We are encouraging ALL parents to 
download the Arbor app. This stops 
parents getting too many emails. 
Smaller messages e.g. reminders of 
events or reward notifications will 
come directly through the app rather 
than on another email. You can handily 
reply directly to the office with any 
questions you may have saving you a 
phone call or visit.  

 
 
 
 
 

Key Dates 

 

November 

18
th
 – Children in Need £1.00 

 Non-uniform day 

 

23rd– Parent’s Evening (No 2) 

 

25
th
 – Mr Prior in Y4 all day 

 

December 

7
th
 – Christmas Lunch 

 (Wear something sparkly with school uniform) 

 

7
th
- Christmas Fayre 3.30pm 

 

8
TH

 – Christmas Jumper Day £1.00 

 

8
th
 – Reception Nativity @ St Edyth’s 10am 

 

9
th
 – Mr Prior visiting Y4 all day,  

Meet the Y4 Parents 3.30pm in class 

 

14th– Year 6 Height and Weight checks 

 

13
th
 – Y1 Christmas Play 2pm  

 

15
th
 – Y1 Christmas play 4pm 

Winter Family Disco 5-6.30pm (see poster) 

 

16th– Last day of term 

 

January  

3
rd
 – INSET DAY 

 

 



 

 

SEND – How we support your child 

 

Sea Mills is an inclusive, mainstream school that provides a safe, supportive and 

challenging environment for your child. We want all children to reach their full 

potential, regardless of their special educational needs. 

 

All children on our SEND register will have an Individual Education Plan (IEP). The 

IEP describes in detail what adaptions to learning are being made as well as details of 

any additional support your child has to help them access their learning – this could 

be in class support or additional teaching support e.g. an additional learning 

intervention, thrive session, play therapy, ELSA sessions etc. IEPs are reviewed every 

term by class teachers and learning support assistants. They may be tweaked to 

ensure they meet current needs. Our SENCO will support teachers and LSAs in 

ensuring that these are appropriate and supportive to your child.  All parents will 

have already been given a copy of your child’s IEP in T1 with a reply slip giving an 

option to contribute your views. Parents can request further copies of these directly 

from the class teacher if needed. 

 

Sometimes your child may need external specialist referrals e.g. Speech and Language 

support, pediatrician, Educational psychologist etc. We are not able to diagnose any 

specific educational need. These external services are sadly limited to mainstream 

schools and we have to work with ever-stretched educational budgets. Waiting times 

on referrals can be long and very frustrating! We try exceptionally hard to 

communicate the urgency of our referrals but sadly, we have no control of how 

quickly they assessed or responded to.  

Many referrals to specialists respond to parents directly and it is very important that 

parents attend appointments or forward correspondence to schools as this is often a 

sticking point if appointments are missed or correspondence not passed on. 

 

Our SEND provision has been judged as excellent at Sea Mills. Special Educational 

needs are complicated and ever evolving. We may need to try a few different 

approaches before we find the right one and sometimes this works for a while and 

then needs further adapting. Communication is very important from both school and 

parents.  

Our doors are always open and we welcome parents communicating with us to 

ensure we get our service right.  

We have our 2 parents evenings a year to talk about children’s progress but we 

welcome families speaking to class teachers more frequently so you are fully informed 

of how your child is getting on. Your class teacher is always your first point of 

contact. 

We are really proud to offer such a high quality SEND provision in challenging times. 

More information on how we support children with SEND can be found on our very 

detailed webpage.  

https://www.seamillsprimary.org.uk/special-educational-needs/ 

https://www.seamillsprimary.org.uk/special-educational-needs/


 

How to get cost of living support 

The rising cost of living is impacting people across Bristol in different ways. To help 

support people most impacted, including those who have not faced financial 

challenge before, the council has a cost of living support webpage: 

www.bristol.gov.uk/costofliving  

 

It provides advice and guidance on topics including housing, benefits and financial 

help, employment and skills, mental health and wellbeing, and provides links to 

useful websites and community organisations. It also includes information on the 

city's network of Welcoming Spaces where people can meet up, socialise, keep warm 

and access support relating to the cost of living crisis. There are now 37 spaces open 

in the city. 

 

Bristol’s Citizen Service Point, located at 100 Temple Street, BS1 6AG, is also on hand 

if you need help using the council’s services or need access to a computer. The 

opening hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am to 5pm, Wednesday 

10am to 5pm. The service is closed on bank holidays. 

 

You can also call the ‘We Are Bristol’ phone line on 0800 694 0184, Monday to 

Friday 8.30am to 5pm 

Cultural Capital 

At Sea Mills Primary School, our aim is for our children to join us on a learning 

journey, which will equip them for their future. We want our children to leave us at 

Year 6 with a range of skills, deep knowledge, a love of learning and ambition. 

 

Cultural capital is the essential knowledge that children need to prepare them for 

their future success. It is about giving children the best possible start to their early 

education. 

 

Cultural Capital is not something that is ‘given’ or ‘taught’. It is about culture, 

language, traditions and experiences. At Sea Mills Primary, we want to celebrate the 

uniqueness of us all and share our differences and individualism. It is beyond the 

curriculum. 

 We have created a Cultural Capital Overview. These include all the aspects of 

Cultural Capital, which researchers have evidenced enrich children’s knowledge and 

understanding and will equip and prepare them for their futures. Some aspects our 

covered in our curriculum, other aspects are explored in assemblies, incidental 

conversations and daily life at school. Other aspects can be discovered at home 

through experiences and conversations, especially when visiting places or on trips. 

 

Please see Cultural Capital overview and feel free to download them and tick of each 

activity as your child experiences them. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bristol.gov.uk%2Fcostofliving&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbcee09ba48384014fe4f08dabd801e2f%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C638030655193751113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zAMtS7VScurMJIAW2oXZAkLto0Htgs2dseb72WCQfAk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.seamillsprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Cultural-Capital-at-Sea-Mills-2022.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


