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Welcome to the Reception Class of  
Sea Mills Primary School 

We hope this will be the start of a long and happy association between you and 
our school.  

Our vision statement: Aspire, believe and succeed aims to encapsulate all 
that we strive to achieve, and we are looking forward to your child joining us to 
start their learning journey. 

This booklet has been written to answer any questions you may have about your 
child starting in Reception. Please feel free to ask the Reception staff if you have 
any further queries. 

General Information 

School Address: 

Sea Mills Primary School 
Riverleaze         
Sea Mills  
Bristol 
BS9 2HL                                                   
 
Tel school office: 0117 9030088 
Website: www.seamillsprimary.org.uk 
 

 

  

http://www.seamillsprimary.org.uk/
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Staff 

Head teacher – Mrs Randall 

Deputy Head teacher – Mr Kinnear 

Reception Teacher – Miss Bathgate 

Early Years LSA – Miss Hirthe (Tuesday-Friday) 

                         Miss Griffiths (Monday-Wednesday) 

Reading Recovery Teacher – Mrs GoodGame  

Receptionist – Ms Papantoniou  

  

Uniform 

Our uniform at Sea Mills Primary consists of a red jumper with school logo, a white 
polo shirt and grey/black trousers, or skirt. 

Winter: 

• Red sweatshirt, jumper, cardigan or fleece 
• Plain white polo shirt or blouse 
• Black/navy/grey trousers, dress or skirt 
• White/black socks or tights 
• Black/brown shoes 

Summer 

• As above or red/white checked dress 
• Black/navy/grey knee length shorts 
• Closed toe, sturdy sandals 

To enable independence ideally shoes need to be Velcro fastening.  
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Please see the website for more information about suppliers. Also, please ensure 
your child has a spare set of clothes in school at all times.  Please also ensure that 
all items of clothing and shoes are labelled clearly. 

                                          

Health Matters 

If your child is ill in school, we will contact you so that you can collect them. It is 
therefore essential that we have an up to date phone number. Please fill in your 
contact details forms and keep us updated if you change address or telephone 
numbers.  

If your child is ill, please contact us on the first day of illness by 9.00.a.m. This can 
also be done using Studybugs (studybugs.com) which also has a link on our school 
website. 

If your child suffers from sickness or diarrhoea due to a stomach bug, they must 
stay away from school for 48 hours after the last bout. 

Children who need to take medicine in school must have a complete Care Plan. 
Prescribed medicine, such as inhalers, must be handed into the office with the 
original packaging which has the child’s name on it. 

All parents/carers are asked to complete a form telling us of any allergies your 
child may have. Again, please tell us if the situation changes. 

https://studybugs.com/
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School staff are only allowed to give prescribed medicine to children with that 
child’s name, date of birth and prescription dosage. 

 

Key person 

In Reception your child’s Key Person will be Miss Bathgate. Miss Hirthe and Miss 
Griffiths will also be the classroom learning support assistants.  

Before School  

Breakfast club opens at 8.00 am in the school hall. It is £1 to enter, payable at the 
office, and then individual breakfast items such as cereal, toast, yogurt or baked 
beans can be purchased by your child. There is no need to book for Breakfast Club, 
just turn up on the day! Parents/carers can stay to settle their child if they wish. 
Breakfast club is always manned by trained staff and the Reception children are 
taken to their classes ready for the start of the school day. 
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After School 

Throughout the year, the school runs different after school clubs such as reading 
club, gardening club and various sports clubs. Details of clubs running each term 
will be given out in school newsletters. We also provide wrap around care until 
6.00pm. These sessions currently cost £9.50 per session and include a snack. If 
you are interested in using After Cool Club please inform the office or fill out the 
letter in your packs. 

Attendance 

Every day is important in your child’s education so we expect good attendance 
and punctuality from all. In Reception, if your child has to be unavoidably absent, 
we will ask you to complete a Leave of Absence form for authorisation by the 
Head Teacher. No holidays will be authorised. Days missed without explanation 
will be marked as unauthorised in the register and procedures put in place, as 
stated in our attendance policy. Please see Miss Southey, our pastoral LSA, for 
further information on this matter. If your child is late for school, please bring 
them to the main school office where they will be taken to their class. School 
commences at 8.50 a.m. (doors will open at 8.45 a.m.) and finishes at 3.15 p.m. 

If you are going to be late to collect your child, please ensure you inform the office. 
If you are repeatedly late the school will ask you to sign a late register which could 
result in a fine or your child will be sent to after cool club and you will be charged 
for this session. 
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Teaching and Learning in the Foundation Stage 

The areas of learning and development 

There are seven areas of learning and development. Three areas are particularly 
crucial for building children’s enthusiasm for learning.  
There are three areas, known as the prime areas are: 

• Communication and language development 

• Physical development 

• Personal, social and emotional development 
 

Alongside these prime areas are four specific areas, which are: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics. 

• Understanding of the world 

• Expressive arts and design 
 

As well as these, the curriculum identifies Characteristic of Effective Learning 
which are developed through all activities we do.  They are; 

• Creative and thinking critically (thinking) 
• Active learning (motivation) 
• Playing and exploring (engagement) 
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Assessment and Reporting 

Every child in the Foundation Key Stage has an Electronic Learning Diary. This is a 
record of their progress and achievements in the seven areas of the curriculum 
and is made up of observations, photographs and videos.  We hope this will allow 
you to have a greater involvement in your child’s learning. We encourage 
parent/carers to contribute to the Learning Diaries. This on-going assessment is 
an integral part of the learning and development process, it also informs planning.  

We hold Parents/carers Evenings in school to give children a chance to share their 
learning and progress with you. A written report will also be sent home at the end 
of the year. 

Each child will be assessed against the ‘Early Learning Goals’ at the end of 
Reception and this information will be used to inform the Year 1 teacher to help 
them plan appropriately for your child as they continue their learning journey into 
key stage 1. A baseline assessment will also take place in September. This will help 
inform and provide a basis for us of the areas in which your child needs support 
with throughout the academic year 

 

Healthy eating 

School lunch is either a hot dinner, salad bar or jacket potato, or you could provide 
your child with a packed lunch.  We encourage packed lunches to be healthy and 
please ensure that all grapes and cherry tomatoes are chopped. Packed lunches 
should contain no sweets, chocolates or fizzy drinks. In class children will have 
their own named water bottles that they can access throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 



 

 8 

Extra Information 

• Reading: Your child needs a named book bag to carry their book to and 
from school, protecting it from general wear and tear.  The book bag should 
be brought to school every day to enable staff to read with your child or 
change their book. Book bags will be provided on the first day your child 
attends school. 
 

 
 

• P.E.: Children will not be expected to bring a P.E. kit until after Christmas. 
You will be informed in the Spring term about this via our newsletter.  
 

• Outdoors: To enable us to learn about our environment, children spend 
much of their time outside. They will need a waterproof coat and warm 
clothing during the cold months, and a sun hat and sun cream during the 
warmer months. Sun cream should be applied before the start of the school 
day. If you would like us to apply sun cream throughout the day, please 
ensure you have ticked the box and provided us with a bottle of sun cream 
with your child’s name on. This will ensure that children can go out in all 
weathers and continue their learning.  
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Adult Involvement 

Some parent/carers may be interested in helping in school. We are always keen 
to have extra help with things such as craft activities or hearing readers, and also 
love to have parent/carers share their expertise and skills with the children. If you 
think you might like to help, please contact the school office or class teacher. 

                                     


