
Hello Everyone. Welcome to Week 6 of Term 6 home learning!  

I hope you’ve all had a wonderful week. Did any of you get to read/watch the story of 
Tiger who came to tea? I wonder if you thought about some yummy treats you would 
give to the Tiger if he visited your home? I don’t have any animals living at my home, 
do you? 

Keep a look out for videos we share later this week about our focus book. Gemma will 
be sharing some lovely resources that she has been busy making for you to explore in 
nursery with her. 

This week’s book is… 

Handa’s Surprise 
Written and illustrated by: Eileen Browne 

Here is the link to listen to the story being read… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyIV_xYi0as 

 

Be an Author 
Listen to the story and make it an everyday read if you can. This way you become familiar 
with what happens in the story and what happens next. Repetition is the best way to learn 
all the lovely new words and help extend your vocabulary.  
Your grown-ups can help you by really emphasising and repeating different words in the 
story such as these lovely descriptive words… 

 

          

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyIV_xYi0as


Be an Engineer… 

Using a piece of paper, your grown-ups can help 
cut some slits through the middle, then cut 
another piece of paper into strips for you to 
weave through, this can create a basket 
effect like the one Handa uses to transport 
the fruit to Akeyo. 

This activity 
is also a great 

way to explore pattern as well as your fine 
motor skills and hand and eye co-ordination. 

 
 

Make some playdough using the easy playdough 
recipe and then create different fruits, maybe 
some that are the same and some that are different 
to the ones in the story. You could then find 
something to use as a basket to carry the fruit in. 

 

Be an Artist… 

Yet another use for paper plates… cut out the 
middle part of the plate to leave the outer part of 
the circle. Cut a small piece to make an opening to 
put onto your neck once you have decorated it.  

 

 

Using left over fruit is fun for printing with paint. 



Be a Mathematician…   

‘Handa’s surprise’ has such beautiful illustrations 
that use bright colours.  

Did you see pieces of fruit that were the same 
colour?  

What fruit do you have at home? Try grouping them together e.g. all the small 
pieces, all the big pieces. You could line them up starting with the biggest first 
and smallest last. Or maybe you have fruit that is the same colour that you can 
group together? E.g. the green apples  with the green pairs. 

Count how many different types of fruit Handa has in her basket.  

Count how many you have in yours. 

This will help you count in a sequence and explore quantity.  

Explore how many pieces she has each time the animals take a piece out of the 
basket. This will help you explore number and how it changes when things are 
taken away. 

 

Be an Athlete… 

Can you balance a basket on your head like Handa, or 
perhaps even just a piece of fruit?  

 

Try walking around with it balanced on 
your head! Did you find it tricky? 
 

 
 

Watch and join in with the actions to this fun mango song… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAh96g_RJ5Q   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAh96g_RJ5Q


Be a Musician… 

Using empty bottles or any other containers that 
have lids – make your own shaker by adding rice 
inside. Decorate the bottle/container in your 
favourite colours. Then use this lovely shaker to 
create music. You can change what you place inside 
it e.g. rice or pasta to create different sounds.  

 

 

Be an Explorer…  

When Handa walks to her friend Akeyo’s 
village there are lots of different animals 
along the way. Some of them are hiding in 
or behind the tree. Go for a walk in your 

village and perhaps the villages nearby, what 
animals do you see whilst you are out? Are 

there any animals hiding in the trees? 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 


