
T6 W7 Authors Session 3 

Writing headlines using alliteration 

 

You can access this session online by following this link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zcytjsg 

 

Newspaper articles use headlines to attract readers.  

Headlines are written at the top of an article, like a title, and hint at what the article will be about.  

Newspaper headlines should be short, snappy and grab the reader’s attention.  

They do this by: 

• Giving some information about the story. 
• Using powerful words that make an impact. 
• Using alliteration so the title sounds catchy. 
• Using humour to make the audience laugh. 

 
You are going to use alliteration in your headlines today. 

Alliteration is when words close together in a sentence start with the same 
sound.  

For example: Sammy the slippery snake went sliding by. 

Alliteration is used in both written and spoken English. 

You can find examples in poetry, advertising and events commentary as well as in newspaper headlines. 
 

Practise 

Activity 1 

Read each of the headlines below and decide whether you think they would grab the reader’s attention or not. Then 
give a reason. 

For example:  

Chilly chicken wears Christmas cardigan 

I think this headline would grab the reader’s attention because the alliteration makes it interesting to say. It also uses 
humour too because a chicken in a cardigan is a funny idea! 

1. Man makes massive macaroon 
2. Whale washed up on a beach after it got caught in a storm 
3. Sneaky seals steal from zoo keeper 
4. Lightning strikes! 

 
 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zcytjsg


Activity 2 

Read each headline and each summary of a news report. Match up the correct headline to the correct summary.  

Headlines Summaries 

1- Menacing monsters 

move in 

A - A young girl was arrested yesterday for sneaking into a family home, 

eating all the freshly-made porridge and breaking some chairs, while the 

family were out for a walk. 

2 - Bulldogs’ victory in 

battle against Pirates 

B - Zookeepers were left flabbergasted yesterday when they went to feed 

Eddie the Emu only to find he had escaped his enclosure! After a zoo-wide 

hunt, they received a phone call from a nearby house stating they had a 

large, grey bird standing at their back door. 

3 - Eddie the emu 

escapes! 

C - A man has reported seeing strange goings-on in the abandoned house 

opposite where the lives. He claims to have seen a six-foot monster with 

slimy skin and sharp teeth looking at him through the window. 

4 - Greedy girl gobbles 

gruel 

D - The Boston Bulldogs football team have triumphed in a 10 – 2 win 

over the Cornwall Pirates in an exciting 90-minute match. 

 

 

Activity 3 

Read this Newsround article about how elephants keep cool during hot weather. 

How elephants kept cool during UK scorcher! 

• 21 May 2020 

It's not just humans who want to stay cool and have fun 
on one of the UK's hottest days of the year. 

Check out called Ming Jung the Asian elephant having a 
dip in his private pool! 

Ming Jung weighs 4300kg and lives at Whipsnade Zoo - 
the UK's largest zoo - and made the most of the glorious 
sunshine! 

Elephant Team Leader, Stefan Groeneveld said "It's 
wonderful to see Ming Jung enjoying the pool in this 
amazing weather; in fact, we're all quite jealous! He uses 
his trunk as a snorkel while he dives under the water - 
and flaps his ears to cool himself down." 

The zoo is currently closed and relying on donations to 
help look after the animals. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52751946
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52483218


Use alliteration to write three different headlines that could be used for this story. 

For example: 

Elephant takes bath in baking summer sun 

Top tip! 

Newspaper headlines should be short and snappy to grab the reader’s attention.  
 

Now do the same for this article about how litter affects animals in the UK. 

 The UK's biggest litter charity has told Newsround that millions of animals are dying each year 
because of littering.  

Keep Britain Tidy says we need to make more effort to 
recycle our bottles and cans because small creatures are 
getting stuck in them.  

Almost 10 billion aluminium cans are produced in the UK 
each year. But three billion of them aren't recycled 
properly with many just dropped on the ground. 

In a recent study, Keep Britain Tidy estimated that 2.9 
million small mammals - like shrews, hedgehogs and 
voles - are dying each year after getting stuck in bottles 
and cans thrown onto grassland and parks. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46345467

