
   
 

WHAT IS A MAP? 
A map is an image 
that shows where 

places or landmarks are located in relation to 
other places and landmarks. They are drawn 
from a ‘bird’s eye view’, or from above. 
Explorers use maps to help them get from 
one place to another. Explorers may also 
make maps to keep a record of what they 
have found. The practice of drawing maps is 
called cartography. 
 

THE FIRST MAP- The 
earliest known map, pictured 
here, is called the Imago 
Mundi it was carved from 
stone and dates back to 
sometime in the sixth 
century BC. That’s over 
2600 years ago! 
 

LANDMARKS  School bus drivers follow 
landmarks each day when he or she transports 
students to and from school. You probably notice 
these landmarks too. A landmark may be a 
man-made 
object, such as a church or hospital. 
It may also be a physical landmark, such as a 
hill or river. Landmarks help us so that we 

can figure out where we are located in 
relation to other familiar places. 
 

SYMBOLS 
A map symbol is a small image that represents 

a specific place or landmark. 
Symbols may be pictures, 
letters, or abstract drawings. 
Mapmakers typically include 
a legend with the map, 

which is a box that explains the meaning of 

each symbol used.  
 
CHANGING MAPS – a brief history 
In 1187, the magnetic compass 
revolutionised navigation and 
maps. Explorers like Marco Polo 
helped fill in the gaps in World 
Maps. Maps were copied by hand and were seen 
mostly by the rich and powerful. Over time, 
improvements in navigation led to further 
development in mapping skills. More accurate 
mapping was required during times of War. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAP IN OUR HANDS! 
 
 

Today, Google Maps can virtually transport you 
to many places on Earth. You can see almost 
any part of the world, virtually walk through 
the streets and see pictures of real buildings, 
trees and wildlife that have been captured on 
camera. 
 

MAPS AND SPORT 
Orienteering is an outdoor sport that exercises 
mind and body. The aim is to navigate between 
control points marked on an orienteering map. In 
competitive orienteering the challenge is to 
complete the course in the quickest time choosing 
your own best route. 

MAPS IN POPULAR CULTURE 
Maps have inspired many people; some authors 

have created their own maps in their novels; for 
example, Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings and 
Rowling’s Harry Potter. Can you think of any 
others?  

 
 
Information gathered from 

various websites.  

 



“ ‘What’s that?’ said Con. ‘A letter?’ 

 It was a sheet of paper from the blank-end pages of a book, marked in ink 

and labelled with neat block capitals. In the corner was a sketch of the points of 

a compass. 

 ‘It’s a map,’ he said. 

 Goosebumps rose on his arms. Fred knew the power of maps. They 

gestured to hidden things. They were line drawings of the world’s secrets. “ 
The Explorer, page .131 

Name ………………….      

 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Read the extract from the Explorer and the information about Maps. Answer the questions in full sentences. 

 

1)  In the extract, how does Fred describe maps? [2] 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

2) What is the practice of drawing maps called? [1] 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

3) When was the earliest map made, and what was it called? [2] 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

4) List three uses of maps [3] 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

 

 

 

5)  What is a map legend? [2] 

……………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 



6) Read the paragraphs ‘Landmarks.’ What is a landmark? Give two examples of landmarks. [4] 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………

………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………

…………………………………………………………………….………………………………………

…………………………………………………….  

. 

7) Read ‘Changing Maps’. Which invention revolutionised map making and navigation? [1] 

………………………………………………………………………….……………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

8) What is the name of the sport that uses maps? [1] 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………

………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 

9) Read ‘The First Map’ and ‘Map in our hands’. Write down the main differences between these maps. 

[2] 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………

………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………

…………………………………………………………………….……… 

     …………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 

10) Finally, when have maps been invented (or created) for entertainment? [1] 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Extension: MAKE A MAP 

 
Lord of the Rings is a fantasy novel written by J. R. R. Tolkien. It is set in the fictional world of Middle 
Earth. The main character, Frodo, has to destroy a powerful ring. He travels far across Middle Earth in an 
epic adventure. 
 
Follow the link and watch Frodo’s journey from Hobbiton to Mount Doom. 

https://youtu.be/7DcG_XDOWZY -This will give you some ideas for your extension challenge. 
 
Draw your own map! This could be of your journey to school, a journey from your favourite book or a made-
up adventure. 

Don’t forget to add these key features: 
Title 
Landmark symbols 
Legend  
Compass (to show which way is North) 
Route taken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/7DcG_XDOWZY

