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Sound words 

 
When a word sounds like the noise it is describing, it is called onomatopoeia.  

Onomatopoeia can help to bring a story or poem to 
life for the reader.  

It is often used to add humour as well because the 
words usually sound quite strange or are fun to say. 

Read what poet Joseph Coelho has to say about 
onomatopoeia and how you could use it in a poem. 
 
 
 
 
When I was growing up, I thought poetry was very serious. It took me a long time to realise that it can be fun 
and that anyone can do it. At its heart, poetry is about having fun with words and the sounds that they make.  

One of my favourite poetic devices is onomatopoeia. It's a long word, but simply means words that are also 
sounds. Words like moo, quack, roar, drip, drop, splash! By stringing sound words together it is possible to 
create a poem.  

The cow goes moo and the duck goes quack 
Roar goes the lion and drip goes the tap. 
Drop goes the penny as it splashes into the well. 
Plop goes the elephant dung and bad is the smell.  

Onomatopoeia (sound words) are fun to play with because with sounds you get rhythms.  

A splish splash splosh. 
And a drip drop plop. 
A rustle bustle tussle 
And a slip slap slop.  

Listening to the sounds around us can inspire poems. Poems that are just fun to say. They don't have to have a 
deep meaning in fact poems don't have to have any meaning at all they can be utter nonsense!  

There are nonsense poems waiting to be created from everyday descriptions of a journey on a bus or a trip to 
the shops, a visit to the bathroom or a trip to the zoo. It's just a matter of playing with words, swapping 
everyday words for words you find funny or words you like the sound of. It doesn't matter what they mean. 
You could even make up words like bloomlurgy, tangleflority, keyayaya, laykal wangdoolahlah! 

When I realised you could make up words when writing poems, it didn't take long to realise that I could make 
up characters and situations. Maybe a zoo keeper without a zoo or a lion that quacks like a duck or a shrimp 
with a limp.  

Poetry is fun! It's a playground for the imagination. I might write about some funny situations. Perhaps a carp 
who plays a harp or a pike that rides a bike or shark that's afraid of the dark! 

 



Activity 1 

 

 

  



Activity 2 

 

 



Activity 3 

Imagine you are visiting a zoo, like Joseph Coelho was in the previous video. 

Write down a list of all the onomatopoeia words you might hear in a zoo and what is making those noises. 

Aim to write at least eight noises in your list. 

For example:  

• Roar = an angry tiger  
• Plop = a penguin jumping into the water 
• Rustle = branches in the insect house 

Top tip! 

You could use some of the words from the 
activity sheet in Activity 2, if you need some 
inspiration. 

 
Activity 4 

Now write your own onomatopoeia poem using the ideas you came up with in Activity 2. 

You could use Joseph Coelho’s onomatopoeia poem from the video as inspiration. 

For your poem you need to: 

• Write in sentences.  
• Write at least five lines. 
• Use a different onomatopoeia word in each line. 

You could also: 

• Use rhyme (words that end with a similar sound) 
• Use alliteration (words that start with the same first 

sounds)  
• Add some illustrations to your poem showing pictures of the things that are making the sounds in the zoo. 

 
Answers: 

 


