
T6 W2 Authors Session 3 

Using a thesaurus 
 

Sometimes you might want to find a different way of saying something. 
A thesaurus can help you with this. 

If you look up a word in a thesaurus it will show you a list of synonyms. These are other words that mean the same 
thing or something similar to the word you have looked for. 

One of these synonyms might be a better way of saying what you want and you 
could use it instead.  

For example: ‘Starving’ would describe a person who had not eaten for many days 
better than ‘hungry’. 

How to use a thesaurus 

A thesaurus is set out in alphabetical order, like a dictionary, so you look up words 
in the same way.  

For example: If you wanted to find another word for ‘nice’ in a thesaurus: 

• You start by finding the words beginning with ‘n’, then ‘n-i’, then ‘n-i-c’ until you 
eventually narrow it down to ‘n-i-c-e’.  

• You'll then see lots of other words that mean the same as 'nice' that you can use in 
your writing.  

• Choose one, such as 'lovely' or 'pleasant'. 

 
 

Activity 1 

Fill in the gaps in the sentence using the correct words: 
 

saying - metaphors – synonyms 

 

You can use a thesaurus when you want to find a different way of ______________________ something. 
 
A thesaurus gives you a list of ___________________________ for the word you want to use. 
 
 

Fill in the gap using the correct word: 

same – opposite 

Remember, synonyms are words that have the _______________ meaning as the word you want to 
change. 

 

 

Instead of saying 'The 

man has a nice smile', 

you could use a 

thesaurus to find some 

more descriptive 

words. For example, 

'The man has a 

pleasant smile' paints a 

clearer picture for your 

reader. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmy3rj6


Activity 2 

Read these sentences about springtime in the country: 
 
1. The lambs run happily.  

2. The bird found the right hole for a nest. 

3. Some birds are naughty and steal twigs from other birds’ nests.  

4. The birds keep the eggs warm using the heat from their tummies.  

5. Eider duck mums do not eat for four weeks to keep their eggs safe and are peckish after all that time.  

6. Baby Blue Tits like eating caterpillars.  

Now use a thesaurus to find a synonym for each of the words in bold. If you don't have a thesaurus at home, there are 
lots online - just search for one to help you.  

Write the word in a different colour above or below your original word.  

For example:  

The birds sang nicely. 

The birds sang beautifully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 3 

Complete the ‘Using a Thesaurus’ activity sheet below.  

Either print out the activity sheet or write down your answers on a separate piece of paper. 

Remember: If you do not have a thesaurus, you could use an online thesaurus instead. 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Answers: 

Activity 1 

You need to fill in the gaps in the sentences using the correct words:  

 
saying - metaphors – synonyms 

 

You can use a thesaurus when you want to find a different way of ___saying_____ something. 
 
A thesaurus gives you a list of _____synonyms_____ for the word you want to use. 
 
Fill in the gap using the correct word: 

same – opposite 

Remember, synonyms are words that have the ___same___ meaning as the word you want to change. 

Activity 3 

 


