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Session 5 – Using Inference to be a reading detective. 
 

When we read stories, watch films or TV shows, look at pictures or play video games, we use lots of different skills to 
work out what is happening. One of these skills is called inference.  

Inferring is a bit like being a detective. You have to find the clues to work out the hidden information. 

Look at this picture. Imagine that a custard pie had been 
stolen. You can see that the housekeeper looked nervous and 
her apron had a yellow stain. From this we can infer that the 
housekeeper stole the pies. 

You have to do the same thing when you’re reading.  

Imagine the main character in a story skips into a room, 
smiling brightly and waving to their friends. You could infer 
that the character is happy. The text hasn’t told you the 
character is happy, but you can work it out from the clues 
given. 
 
 

Practise 

You may need paper and a pen or pencil for some of these activities. 
 
Activity 1 

To answer inference questions, you have to examine the whole scene. 

Look at these ‘Inference Challenge Cards’ and choose three to focus on.  

Read the information carefully then answer the questions. 

Write your answers down on paper or discuss them with a friend or family member. 

Top tip!  

Look carefully at the vocabulary that is used. Particularly the adjectives and verbs. They will give you clues to help 
answer the questions. 



 

 
 
 



Activity 2 

Read the story below and then answer the questions. Alternatively, you can watch the story here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zf7qmfr 

Long, long ago, during the Dream Time, there lived a very large frog called Tiddalik. Tiddalik lived in the rushes 
by the stream. He was always hungry and always thirsty. And because he was always hungry and thirsty, he 
was always grumpy too. What an appetite Tiddalik had! He would gobble up all the flies before the other frogs 
had a chance. He didn’t care if they went hungry. All he cared about was himself. 
 
It was the hottest time of the year. The sun beat down on the dry, dusty land and the frogs were all thirsty. 
But they weren’t the only ones who needed to drink. So did all the other animals… Kookaburra lived in a tree 
nearby. “Let’s go to the stream to drink.” he said to the other birds. What a welcome sight the stream was. 
And the birds were just about to drink when Tiddalik arrived. 
 
“Out of my way! I’m thirsty!” he croaked. Tiddalik pushed the birds aside and opened his enormous mouth. 
He drank…and drank…and drank. He was drinking all the water in the stream! Down went the 
water…down…down…until all that was left was mud. The water inside Tiddalik’s tummy swished and rumbled. 
 
“That’s better!” he sighed. “Now, all I need is a little rest.” The giant frog slept, while the birds and other 
animals gathered round Kookaburra. 
 
“There’s no water left for us to drink. What can we do?” they cried. Kookaburra didn’t know either. 
“I know somewhere we can go for water.” Said Kangaroo. “Follow me!” The animals and birds followed 
Kangaroo as she hippety hopped across the land. Before long a wide, flowing river appeared. And the thirsty 
animals lowered their heads, ready to drink when they heard a sound. It was Tiddalik – his giant water-filled 
belly swishing and rumbling. 
 
“Out of my way! I am still thirsty!” he croaked. Then he opened his mouth and drank…and drank…and drank! 
He was drinking all the water in the river! Down went the water…down…down…until all that was left was 
mud. Tiddalik had drunk so much water he was as big as a bush. And the water inside his tummy swished and 
rumbled louder than ever. “That’s better!” he yawned. “Now, all I need is a little rest.” The giant frog slept, 
while the birds and other animals gathered round Kangaroo. 
 
“There’s no water left for us to drink. What can we do?” they cried. Kangaroo didn’t know either. 
“There’s one more place we can go for water.” Said Koala Bear. “Follow me!” The animals and birds followed 
Koala as he padded across the hot, dusty landscape…until Koala stopped at the billabong. The animals 
gathered at the pool of water and were just about to drink when they heard a familiar sound. It was Tiddalik 
again – his giant belly swishing and rumbling. 
 
“Out of my way! I am still thirsty!” he croaked. Then he opened his mouth and drank…and drank…and drank! 
He was drinking all the water in the billabong! Down went the water…down…down…until all that was left was 
mud. Tiddalik had drunk so much water he was as big as a gum tree. And the water inside his tummy swished 
and rumbled louder than ever. “That’s better!” he yawned. “Now, all I need is a little rest.” The giant frog 
slept, while the poor thirsty animals worried. 
 
“There’s no more water to drink in the entire land!” they cried. “What are we going to do?” 
 
 

   
 
  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zf7qmfr


 When answering inference questions, your answer needs to be clear and backed up with evidence. This makes your 
answer much stronger.  

Top tip! 

Use the word ‘because’ to introduce your evidence. 

For example:  

Question: Does Tiddalik think about others?  

No. Tiddalik doesn’t think about anyone but himself because he drank up all the water in the stream and didn’t care that 
there was no water left. 

1. What did Tiddalik do to show how selfish he was?  
2. What season of the year is the story set in? How do you know?  
3. How did Tiddalik talk to the other animals? What does this tell us about him?  
4. What are Kangaroo and Koala’s personalities like? How do you know?  
5. How do the animals feel at the end of the story? How do you know? 

Activity 3 

The text only tells part one of Tiddalik's story. Write the ending to Tiddalik the Frog by using the information you have 
already inferred.  

Think about: 

• What Tiddalik and the other characters are like. 
• How Tiddalik will be feeling after drinking all that water. 
• Whether you think the other animals will help Tiddalik.  
• Whether you think Tiddalik will change by the end of the story. 
• Will it be a happy ending? 

Write in full sentences, add lots of description and chose interesting vocabulary to make your writing fun to read. 

When you’ve finished you can Read the second part on the next page or watch it here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks1-tiddalik-the-frog-part-2/z6hmwty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Suggested answers: 

1. What did Tiddalik do to show how selfish he was?  

Tiddalik was selfish because he only thought about himself. He showed this by eating all the flies and drinking all 
the water. 

2. What season of the year is the story set in? How do you know?  

The story is set in summer. I know because the story says ‘It was the hottest time of the year. The sun beat 
down on the dry, dusty land.’ 

3. How did Tiddalik talk to the other animals? What does this tell us about him?  

He spoke as if he was better than them, telling them to get out of his way. This tells us he thought he was the 
most important. 

4. What are Kangaroo and Koala’s personalities like? How do you know?  

Kangaroo and Koala are kind. They show this because they take the animals to where there was water rather 
than just going by themselves. 

5. How do the animals feel at the end of the story? How do you know? 

At the end of the story the animals are feeling desperate. I know this because the story ends with them saying, 
“What are we going to do?” 

 

 

Tiddalik the Frog (part 2) 

There was no water anywhere and the land had become a desert: all was dry and dusty; the grass faded, the 
plants wilted. 
‘The animals are so thirsty,’ said Kangaroo. 
‘All because of Tiddalik!’ said Koala. 
‘What are we going to do?’ sighed Kookaburra. 
‘I have an idea,’ said Koala. ‘Let’s go to see Wombat!’ 
Wombat was a wise old creature, who they found lying in the shade of a tree in the forest. 
‘I have heard what Tiddalik has done. I too am very thirsty,’ he said. 
‘But what we can do?’ asked Kookaburra. 
‘Well...now... If we're to get the water back, we’ll need get it out of Tiddalik’s belly,’ said Wombat. 
‘But how can we do that?’ asked Koala. 
‘Well...by making him laugh...that should do it,’ replied Wombat. ‘Here’s what we’ll do. We’ll put on a show 
for him - a Funny Show! Yes! We'll make Tiddalik laugh. We’ll make him laugh so much all the water in his 
belly will come rushing back out again.’ 
‘I’ll tell Tiddalik one of my jokes!’ said Kookaburra, getting excited. 
‘I’ll challenge him to a boxing match!’ said Kangaroo. 
‘And I’ll make Tiddalik laugh by pulling my funny faces!’ said Koala. 
‘All very good ideas,’ said Wombat. ‘Now we just need to send Tiddalik an invitation.’ 
 
The Funny Show was planned for that very evening, to be held by the dried-up stream where Tiddalik lived. 
‘What’s this?’ croaked Tiddalik, when he received his invitation. ‘Why am I being invited to a funny show? I 
don’t find anything funny! But I’m bored. I suppose I may as well go.’ 



 
It was time for the show to begin. ‘Gather round everyone!’ cried Wombat. ‘Welcome to the Funny Show!’ 
 
First to perform was Kookaburra with her joke. ‘Where do frogs keep their lunch boxes in school?’ she asked. 
Tiddalik shook his head. ‘I don’t know. Where?’ 
‘In the croak room!’ cried Kookaburra…and started laughing. 
‘Not funny!’ said Tiddalik. ‘Next!’ 
Second was Kangaroo. ‘Tiddalik, I challenge you to a boxing match! The winner gets a bottle of water as a 
prize!’ she cried. 
‘Boring!’ said Tiddalik. ‘Next!’ 
Then it was Koala’s turn. The little animal squeezed his furry face into all kinds of funny expressions - but none 
of them made Tiddalik laugh. 
‘Is that it?’ Tiddalik croaked, as Koala gave up. ‘Is that the best you can do?’ 
‘Let meeeeee have a go,’ came a hissing voice. It was Snake. ‘I will dance for Tiddalik!' she hissed. Snake 
whirled and twirled, she twisted and turned - but still Tiddalik didn’t laugh. Faster and faster Snake twirled, 
twisted and turned - until she danced so fast that she twisted herself into a great, big knot. 
‘Oh dear,’ hissed Snake. ‘Thisssss will never do!’ Snake tried to untie herself, but she just made things worse. 
‘Asisssstanccccce pleaesssssse...’ 
Kookaburra, Kangaroo and Koala were just about to untie Snake when they heard a great rumbling sound. It 
was coming from Tiddalik. His enormous belly was shaking. His great big mouth was opening... 
‘Snake...tied in a knot..! I’ve never seen anything so... Ha ha ha, ho ho ho!’ 
Tiddalik was laughing! 
And then came the water! Out of Tiddalik’s mouth it all poured...the stream...the river...and the 
billabong...out it all poured in a great gush and back to where it belonged. 
‘Hurrah!’ cried the animals as the land came back to life. 
‘Oh my, that was funny!’ laughed Tiddalik. ‘I haven't enjoyed myself so much for years. Why, I’ve enjoyed 
myself so much, I promise you, I shall never drink all the water ever again!’ 
 
How does it match to your story? Was your ending similar or completely different? 
 


