
Authors 

Session 4 – Revising Apostrophes of possession 
(There is an extra document giving more explanation – T6 W1 Authors Session 4 (extra information)). 

 

You have learnt about using possessive apostrophes previously. Today, you’re going to revisit this important skill. 

Remember: A possessive apostrophe shows that something belongs to or is connected to something else.  
 

Singular nouns 

A singular noun is a noun referring to just one person or thing. 

For example: Cat 

When you want to show that something belongs to that person or 
thing, you add a possessive apostrophe and an s. 

For example: The cat's tail was fluffy.  

's shows that the tail belongs to the cat. 

Top tip! If a singular noun already ends in s, you don't need to add 
another s. You can just add an apostrophe at the end. 

For example: Charles' cat was naughty.  
 
Plural nouns ending in s 

Plural nouns refer to more than one person or thing. 

For example: Brothers 

To show possession when the noun is plural and already ends in s, you just add an apostrophe to the end of the word. 
You don't need to add an extra s. 

For example: 

The brothers' feet were muddy. 

The girls' bathroom was a mess. 
 

Practise 
You may need paper and a pen or pencil for some of these activities. 
 

Activity 1 

See how much you remember by completing this quick quiz.  

Can you get all five questions correct? 
 
 



    

 
 
 

Activity 2 

Read the story summary below, then re-write it using apostrophes for possession to make it easier to understand and 
flow better.  

For example: 

The sail that belonged to the boat rippled softly in the breeze.  

The boat's sail rippled softly in the breeze.  

You need to change eight sentences. 

Top tip! 

Watch out for plural nouns and remember the rule for them is slightly different:  
you just add an apostrophe – no extra s. 

 
Near the edge belonging to a cliff, on a peaceful and isolated patch of land, there was an inn. The inn was run by a young 
boy called Jim Hawkins. The mother that belonged to Jim was exhausted and his father had died. 

One day, a strange thing happened. An old sailor pushing a huge chest appeared at the inn. The pony tail that belonged 
to the man was hung low on his back and he wore an earring in his left ear. He told Jim to call him ‘Captain’. The chest 
that belonged to the Captain was very heavy so Jim helped him carry it to his room.  

After a few weeks, a strange man called Black Dog appeared and got into a fight with the captain. The missing fingers 
that belonged to Black Dog made him very memorable. The next day, a blind man visited and soon after, the captain 
mysteriously died.  

Jim and his mother looked inside the chest that belonged to the captain and found clothes, gold and some parchment. 

Suddenly, a boat that belonged to some pirates pulled up by the inn. They ran up the path and the shouts that belonged 
to the pirates could be heard inside the inn. What would Jim do now? 

Follow up. 

If you want to do a bit more on apostrophes of possession, then have a look at the T6 W1 Session 4 extra pages. 

 



 

 

Answers: 

Activity 1: 

Q1. To show possession 

Q2. The dog’s tail. 

Q3. The children’s toys. (children is already plural) 

Q4. Mittens’ breakfast. (Mittens is the cat’s name.) 

Q5. Fran and Sally’s dogs. 

 

Activity 2: 

Near the edge belonging to a cliff, on a peaceful and isolated patch of land, there was an inn. The inn was run by a young 
boy called Jim Hawkins. The mother that belonged to Jim was exhausted and his father had died. 

One day, a strange thing happened. An old sailor pushing a huge chest appeared at the inn. The pony tail that belonged 
to the man was hung low on his back and he wore an earring in his left ear. He told Jim to call him ‘Captain’. The chest 
that belonged to the Captain was very heavy so Jim helped him carry it to his room.  

After a few weeks, a strange man called Black Dog appeared and got into a fight with the captain. The missing fingers 
that belonged to Black Dog made him very memorable. The next day, a blind man visited and soon after, the captain 
mysteriously died.  

Jim and his mother looked inside the chest that belonged to the captain and found clothes, gold and some parchment. 

Suddenly, a boat that belonged to some pirates pulled up by the inn. They ran up the path and the shouts that belonged 
to the pirates could be heard inside the inn. What would Jim do now? 

Rewrite: 

Near the  cliff’s edge , on a peaceful and isolated patch of land, there was an inn. The inn was run by a young boy called 
Jim Hawkins. Jim’s mother was exhausted and his father had died. 

One day, a strange thing happened. An old sailor pushing a huge chest appeared at the inn. The  man’s pony tail was 
hung low on his back and he wore an earring in his left ear. He told Jim to call him ‘Captain’. The  Captain’s chest was 
very heavy so Jim helped him carry it to his room.  

After a few weeks, a strange man called Black Dog appeared and got into a fight with the captain. Black Dog’s missing 
fingers  made him very memorable. The next day, a blind man visited and soon after, the captain mysteriously died.  

Jim and his mother looked inside the captain’s chest and found clothes, gold and some parchment. 

Suddenly, a pirates’ boat  pulled up by the inn. They ran up the path and the pirates’ shouts could be heard inside the inn. 
What would Jim do now? 

 


