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Scientists have found a mouse at the top of 
a volcano. This makes it the highest-living 
mammal ever!

The volcano is called Llullaillaco. The 
mouse living at  6700m high. This makes it 
the highest-living mammal. 

The Llullaillaco is an active volcano. It 
could still erupt. It’s part of a group of 
mountains called the Andes. The Andes 
run between the countries of Chile and 
Argentina, in South America.

The volcano is also close to the Atacama 
desert. It’s the driest desert in the world. 

The scientists climbed to the top of 
Llullaillaco. This was when they found the 
creature. What they found shocked them. 

It’s hard for mammals to live so high up. 
Firstly, there is not much oxygen to breathe. 

The temperature can be as cold as -15°C 
at the top of the volcano. There is also not 
much food for the mouse to eat.

 One of the scientists, Jay Storz, said: “No 

one expected mammals to be able to survive” 
so high up. The discovery of this mouse 
could help scientists understand more about 
mammals’ habitats. 

Jay Storz said they could have 
“underestimated” where mammals can live. 
Who knows what the team will find next?

Mouse Found at Top of Volcano

Glossary

mammal A warm-blooded animal 
that gives birth to live 
young.

desert An waterless area with 
few plants growing 
there.

habitats The places where 
animals naturally live in 
the wild. 

underestimated To think that an animal 
can’t do something.

What have scientists found out?

• The yellow-rumped leaf-eared mouse 
is the world’s highest-living mammal.

• It was found at the top of a volcano.

Illustration: The mouse the scientists found.
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Questions
1. What is the driest desert in the world? Tick one.  

   Atacama
   Andes
   Llullaillaco 
   Perez

2. In the paragraph beginning ‘The scientists’, find and copy a word that means ‘surprised.’ 

 

3. ‘Jay Storz said: “No one expected mammals to be able to survive” so high up.’ This 
suggests that… 

   it is easy to survive on top of a volcano.
   there is more to learn about mammals
   mice are not smart. 
   no one has bothered to look for mice up a volcano before. 

4. Find and copy two facts about how it is hard to live high up.

1.  

2.  

5. Put a tick in the box to show whether each statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The mouse has broken a record.
The scientists worked hard to find the mouse.
Mice are amazing creatures. 
The volcano could still erupt.

6. Write a summary of the story in 15 words or fewer. 
 

 

 

Mighty Mouse
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Answers
1. What is the driest desert in the world? Tick one.  

   Atacama
   Andes
   Llullaillaco 
   Perez

2. In the paragraph beginning ‘The scientists’, find and copy a word that means ‘surprised.’ 
shocked

3. ‘Jay Storz said: “No one expected mammals to be able to survive” so high up.’ This 
suggests that… 

   it’s not easy to survive on top of a volcano.
   there is more to learn about mammals
   mice are not smart. 
   no one has bothered to look for mice up a volcano before. 

4. Find and copy two facts about how it is hard to live high up. 
Accept any two facts that refer to the following: there is not much oxygen to breathe; 
the temperature can be as cold as -15°C; there is also not much food for the mouse to eat. 

5. Put a tick in the box to show whether each statement is a fact or an opinion. 
Fact Opinion

The mouse has broken a record. 

The scientists worked hard to find the mouse. 

Mice are amazing creatures. 

The volcano could still erupt. 

6. Write a summary of the story in 15 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 15 words or fewer, e.g. Scientists have found the 
highest-living mammal living on the top of a volcano 
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