
Sea Mills Primary School 

Phonics Workshop



To help you to understand why we teach 
phonics.

To help you understand the progression in 
phonics teaching throughout the school.

To give you an understanding of how we teach 
phonics.

To help you in supporting your child/children at 
home.

Aims of the workshop



Why do we teach phonics? 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read and 
write quickly and skilfully.
They are taught how to: 

Recognise the sounds that each individual letter 
makes; 
Identify the sounds that different combinations 
of letters make, such as ‘sh’ or ‘ch’; 
Blend these sounds together to make a word. 



At school, the children will be 
taught phonics following the 
Letters and Sounds scheme. 

The children will use language 
such as phoneme and 

grapheme.

   



Phoneme

• A phoneme is the sound a letter makes.

• When we are reading cat or pin we sound 
out using the phonemes:

c-a-t or    p-i-n



Top tips! 

• When you talk about sounds to your child, use the phonemes (the 
letter sounds). The reason for this is that sounding out words is 
practically impossible if you use the letter names: cat doesn’t sound 
like ‘see-ay-tee’

• When saying the sounds of b, d, g, j and w and other letters, you 
might notice the 'uh' sound which follows each (‘buh’, ‘duh’...). It’s 
hard to say the sound without it but do try to emphasise the main 
letter sound and avoid saying the ‘uh’ too much. In some letters, 
avoid the ‘uh’ completely (say ‘mmm’ rather than ‘muh’ and ‘sss’, not 
‘suh). This is to avoid your child spelling a word like cat and wanting 
to add the ‘uh’ sound (c-u-a-t)



Put yourself in the place of the 
child



Grapheme
A grapheme is a ‘symbol’ of a phoneme.

It is a letter or group of letters representing a 
sound and we use the letter names for this. 

A one letter grapheme is the ‘c’ in cat.

A two letter grapheme is in leaf where the long 
‘ee’ sound is represented by the grapheme ‘ea.’

A four letter grapheme is contained in through
where the letters ‘ough’ make the long ‘oo’ 
sound.



Activity

• Spot the graphemes with more than 1 
letter representing a sound 

(there may be more than one in the word)
leaf swish feel flicker

quick chick       king night    goat   

floating     show        snowing 



Quick Check

leaf swish feel flick/er

quick chick king night    goat   

floating sh/ow snowing



• Letters and Sounds is divided into six phases, 

• Children in Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 have 
daily phonics sessions 

• Nursery – Phase 1
• Reception – Phase 2, 3, 4
• Year 1 – Phase 4, 5
• Year 2 – Phase 5, 6



A typical phonics lesson 
1. Revisit/Review – practise previously learned sounds

2. Teach – Teach  a new sound. Teach one or two new 
tricky words. 

3. Practise – Practise blending and reading words with 
the new sound. Practise segmenting for spelling 
words with the new sound. 

4. Apply – Read or write a caption or sentence using 
one or more tricky words and words containing the 
sound.



Skills

• Blending – joining a series of sounds together 
to make a word

• In order to read an unfamiliar word, a child 
must link a phoneme to each letter 
(grapheme) or letter group (digraph, trigraph)  
in a word and then merge them together to 
say the word. This is a vital skill for reading.

• c – a – t     sh – o – p     t– ai – l
• n –igh- t    Decode = to read words.   



Segmenting
• Segmenting – breaking words down into phonemes to 

spell (so, the opposite process to blending).  The whole 
word is spoken aloud and then broken up into its sounds 
(phonemes) in order, all through the word - this is a vital 
skill for spelling. 

• Encoding = spell words.
• For example, 

crash has 4 phonemes c – r – a – sh



Phase 1
• Daily speaking and listening activities
• A broad and rich language 

experience/environment
• Story, rhyme, drama and songs are an 

essential part of the phase
• Hearing sounds in the environment
• Alliteration 
• Start segmenting words 
• Starts in Nursery (and before)
• Watch Clip



Phase 2 
• Introduces 19 grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences
• Decoding and encoding taught as a reversible 

process.
• As soon as children have a small number of 

grapheme-phoneme correspondences, blending 
and segmenting can start (s-a-t-p-i-n)

• Start with simple 2 letter words such as: am
• Then 3 letter words such as pat 
• Tricky words



Phase two sounds

• Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

(no schwa – uh sound) show Mr Thorne



Phase two tricky words

• no
• go
• I 
• to
• in
• into

• Phonics play using ipads: Grab a Giggling  Phoneme/ 
explore phase 2 games on the tables.



Phase 3 

• Introduces another 25 graphemes
• Most comprising two letters
• Reading and spelling two syllable words 

and captions



J v
x

w
y

z zz qu



ch  sh  th  ng
ai   ee  igh oa
oo  ar  or  ur 

ow  oi  ear  air
ure er



Phase three tricky words

he, she, we, me, be, was 
you, they, all, are, my, her

Play on ipads: Picnic on Pluto/ explore phase 3 games



Phase 4
• Phase Four continues to 

revise all the sounds learned 
so far and uses them in longer 
words known as ccvcs and 
cvccs eg. shed, toast and 
bread.

• The children are continually 
reading, writing and using the 
words in simple sentences. 



Phase four tricky words

said, have, like, so, do
some, come, were, there

little, one, when, out, what



Phase 5
• Looks at alternative spellings for each sound and helps 

the children recognise which spelling pattern they need 
to use:   ai, a, ay, ey, eigh, a-e ,    e-e, ea

• The children learn about homographs words which are 
spelt the same but are pronounced differently depending 
on the context  

• Wind the bobbin up – the wind blew
• You have to bow when you meet the queen – Robin 

Hood used a bow and arrow
• And homophones words that are pronounced the same 

but have different spelling patterns, such as great and 
grate or break and brake

• Phase five also looks at syllables in words and 
compound words like greenhouse, laptop and bookcase



Phase five sounds 
a-e (as in came) au (as in Paul) aw (as in saw)

ay (as in day) e-e (as in these) ea (as in sea)

ew (as in chew) ew (as stew) ey (as in money)

i-e (as in like) ie (as in pie) ir (as in girl)

o-e (as in bone) oe (as in toe) ou (as in out)

oy (as in boy) ph (as in Phil) u-e (as in June)

u-e (as in huge) ue (as in clue) ue (as in due)

wh (as in when)

http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_a-e_came.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_au_Paul.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_aw_saw.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ay_day.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_e-e_these.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ea_sea.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ew_as_in_chew.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ew_ew_in_stew.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ey_money.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_i-e_like.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ie_pie.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ir_girl.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_o-e_bone.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_oe_toe.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ou_out.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_oy_boy.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ph_phonics.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_u-e_June__huge.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_u-e_June__huge.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ue_as_in_clue.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_ue_as_in_due.pdf
http://www.schooljotter.com/files/cherrygardens/Letters_and_Sounds/Phase_5/Phase_5_Word_Cards_-_wh_when.pdf


Phase five tricky words

Oh, their, people, Mr
Mrs, looked, called, asked

could

Ipads: Play cheeky chimps



Phase 6
• During this phase children become fluent readers and 

increasingly accurate spellers
• Children should be able to read hundreds of words
• Recognising phonic irregularities
• Learn less common sounds
• Applying phonic skills & knowledge to recognise & spell 

complex words
• Past tense
• Suffixes
• Spelling long words
• Finding and learning the difficult bits in words
• Play phonics play: phase 6 planetary plurals



How can I help at home?
• Read, Read, Read!
• Listen, listen, listen!
• Encourage children to speak in full sentences. 
• Flash cards- show children sound cards, key word cards and see how quickly they 

can read them by sight. 
• Help your child with learning their spellings and completing homework tasks. 

(magnetic letters on the fridge, chalks outside, bubbles in the bath, make sounds 
with food on their plate etc. 

• Play games- I Spy, Scrabble and Bingo, pairs. 
• Play with sounds- Say words and talk about what sounds they can hear, can the 

children change the sounds to make it a different word (bright = gright)
• Play educational games on the computer or i-pad
• Encourage children to write for a purpose e.g. write a postcard when on holiday; 

write a letter to teacher/parents, shopping/present lists, reminders etc. 
• Pick out letters, sounds and words in the environment. Having familiar words around 

the house and in children’s bedrooms will help them memorise the spellings.  
• Practise spellings on the way to school. 
• Make it FUN!!!!!!!!



Websites

• http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
• http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
• http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
• http://www.mrthorne.com
• http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/ad

ventures/index.shtml

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
http://www.mrthorne.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/magickey/adventures/index.shtml


Ways to help at home
• Pairs
• Snap
• Alphabet shopping 
• I spy
• Make words using their toys (put stickers with letters 

on onto cars or blocks and use them to make words) 
• Dice words
• Magnetic letters
• Hangman



Phonics pack 
• Grids for spelling Consonant Vowel Consonant 

(CVC) words
• Flash cards of phase 2 and phase 3 sounds
• Phase 2 and phase 3 sound mat
• Examples of nonsense words
• Progression sheet



Books for sale

• Phonics books - £2.00
• Reading books - £2.00
• Please see your class teacher to find out 

what phase your child is working within 
and what their next steps are. 



Any questions?



Evaluation form 

• Please can you fill in to give us some 
feedback!

Thank you for coming 
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